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                                                        St. Peter’s Episcopal Church              November 2021                     
 The Pastor’s Desk                                                                                                           
 Dear People of God, 
 
We may not think of it as such, but November’s 
kind of a big month in the Church year.  We 
have a Principal Feast (All Saints’ Day), a 
Major Feast (Thanksgiving Day), plus the Last 
Sunday after the Pentecost, a.k.a. Christ the 
King Sunday (not a feast but a special Sunday 
nonetheless).  The unifying theme is, as with 
all celebrations, giving thanks.  All Saints’ Day 
is about giving thanks for the Communion of 
Saints, the mystical body of all Christians, past, 
present, and future, of which we are a part.  
Christ the King Sunday puts special emphasis 
on Christ’s sovereignty over all Creation, how 
he redeems “all that is, seen and unseen,” for 
which we cannot but give thanks.  And 
Thanksgiving, of course, is obvious.  We don’t 
need mythologized dinners between “peaceful” 
pilgrims and “primitive” Indigenous Peoples to 
know that a special feast emphasizing giving 
thanks for the many blessings of our lives is 
appropriate, not least because “it is right, and a 
good and joyful thing, always and everywhere 
to give thanks” to God. 

I’m quoting our Eucharistic Prayer there, as 
you no doubt know, a prayer that is itself “The 
Great Thanksgiving” (see the Book of Common 
Prayer, p. 333 and p. 361).  “Thanksgiving” is 
what the Greek word “Eucharist” means.  And I 
want to share a word with you here about our 
celebration of Eucharist. 

Since we began celebrating Holy Communion 
after the hiatus forced by the pandemic, we’ve 
been consecrating both bread and wine, as is 
required, which the Holy Spirit makes for us to 
be the Body and Blood of Christ.  However, 
only I have been partaking of the Cup, purely 
for safety reasons.  This has been necessary 
but, not unlike other things about life in the 
“covid era,” pretty uncomfortable for me (I’m 
looking at you, masks!), and maybe for you, 
too.  Priests are empowered by the Holy Spirit 
to perform three distinct acts:  pronounce 
God’s blessing, pronounce God’s absolution of 
penitent sinners, and consecrate the bread and 
wine.  Any other gifts of the Spirit a given priest 
may have may well be shared by anyone else, 
clergy or lay, and the same is true of the gifts 
of bread and wine.  It’s time to share the Blood 
of the New Covenant again. 

But how to do that safely?  After a good deal of 
prayer, and conversation with both clergy 
colleagues and our Vestry, I’ve decided to 
adopt a practice currently used at our 
Cathedral.  I alone have been placing the 
consecrated host in each communicant’s 
hands.  Now, if you wish, I will dip the edge of 
the host 
in the 



    

 
 

consecrated wine before doing so.  By all 
accounts it seems to work well at the 
Cathedral, and it’s not more likely to pass 
along germs than what we’ve been doing.  
We’ll begin offering this on All Saints’ Sunday, 
Nov. 7th. 

 

Three things:  First, I know there are other 
ways wine might be administered sanitarily, but 
for theological and liturgical reasons I won’t get 
into here, they are for me unacceptable.  (I’d 
be happy to discuss them with you if you wish, 
however, so please don’t hesitate to ask!)  
Second, I expect this will be our practice for the 
foreseeable future, but I hope not forever.  
Finally, and I want to emphasize this, you are 
under no obligation to take Communion in this 
new way.  The Episcopal understanding of the 
Eucharist is very clear that Communion in 
either “kind”—i.e., the bread OR the wine—is 
full participation in Communion, so you may 
continue to just receive the host.  Give it some 
thought and some prayer, and decide what 
you’re comfortable with when you’re doing one 
of the most important things, we Christians can 
do:  giving thanks. 

And last but not least, speaking of giving 
thanks, please note the upcoming after-service 
celebration on November 21st mentioned in this 
Rock.  Heartfelt thanks to Lois Tripp, our 
Parish Nurse, and Merrie Hill, our Parish 
Administrator, for years of dedicated service!  
And thanks be to God for each and every one 
of you   

Peace and blessings, 
Fr. Dan+ 

 
Deacon’s Corner 

Do you hear God? What is 
God saying? How am I to 
respond? 

These are all good 
questions- deep questions 
that give one pause. How 

and when and where do we listen to our God? 
Do we act on the words, events, love, people, 
or dreams that come to us?  

The ancients may have listened to God in a 
flaming bush, in a swirling wind, in earthquakes 
and thunder. God spoke through nature, and 
still does today. 

Then God decided to speak through His 
chosen prophets. But the problem became- 
which ones do we listen to? We seem to have 
that same problem today. I tend to choose 
those prophetic voices that relate love, 
kindness, compassion, and the common good. 
How about you? 

Then God chose to speak through a son 
incarnate. Remember when Jesus was 
baptized by John in the Jordan, and (as the 
story goes) God’s voice came down for all to 
hear, “This is my well beloved 
Son…..LISTEN TO HIM.”   Well, THAT 
answers a lot of my questions!  I guess that is 
why they call it the NEW Testament… a good 
place to start listening in our particular chosen 
faith.  

 But what about the current times we live in? 
Did we listen to God in this pandemic we are 
still struggling to overcome? Did we listen to 
the human voices that God was speaking 
through? How about the racial reckoning we 
were exposed to in May of 2020? Oh, there 
were voices- strong powerful voices, on both 
sides of the fence. The same for the January 6 



    

 
 

chaos. Many voices, but where was God 
speaking in that cacophony?   

I hear the voice of God, the voice of Jesus, in 
the crying for repentance in a prisoner; in the 
story of a thankful refugee; in the groaning of a 
stressed-out Nature. I hear it in expressions of 
love, kindness, compassion, and seeking the 
common good- anywhere and everywhere! 
God can be speaking through our actions. 

Listen hard- where, when, and how do you 
hear the voice of God?  

Deacon Tom  
Afghan Refugee Update 

There is now a Partnership leader/coordinator, 
in the form of Canon Twila Smith, who is taking 
a Diocesan interest in the Afghan evacuee 
situation. Twila is offering a formation series 
beginning on Monday, Nov. 8 (7-8:30pm), and 
to be continued on Nov. 15 and Nov 22.  I 
would recommend taking this series if you are 

interested in 
assisting these 
efforts. The sessions 
will cover historical 
circumstances, 
church-based 

support, learning to be good allies to the 
refugees, complexity of needs, Afghan culture, 
and collaboration of action steps, etc. I can 
send the link out to all when it comes.  

Turning to our own efforts at St. Peter’s, I will 
be meeting with the outreach committee at 
Calvary Episcopal on Nov 1, to begin 
coordinating efforts between parishes. It looks 
for now that any “Home Again” efforts, which 
the church has done in the past, may not begin 
until the Spring. By the way, we still do not 
have a timeline for arrivals. 

In the meantime, I would like to begin recruiting 
“COORDINATORS” for “Welcome Boxes” 
that Canon Twila has suggested. They are 

similar to past move-ins we have done, where 
gently-used items are collected for specific 
rooms in an apartment set up. These could be 
stored more easily, perhaps in the church 
basement or private basements.  

Some examples of rooms and needed 
supplies: 

• Kitchen (trash can, pots and pans, utensils  
etc) 

• Household Closet (broom, cleaners, 
sponges, etc.) 

• Bedroom ((linens, comforters, blankets, 
electric alarm clock, etc.) 

• Bathroom (towels and wash cloths, TP, 
toothbrushes, shower curtain, etc.) 

• Dining space (flatware settings, dishes, 
glasses, etc.) 

 I will take care of collection and delivery 
means (with help). I will need Welcome Box 
coordinators for each room. I have a 
breakdown of items for each box that I will get 
to each coordinator.  

Meanwhile, you may still contribute to the WNY 
cause on- line by going to WNYRAC.org and 
clicking on the Buffalo United for Afghan 
Evacuees site. OR, send a check in to 
Treasurer Ed Hill marked “Afghan Refugees”. 
WE will make sure it gets to the effort.  

Love your neighbors-welcome strangers! 

Deacon Tom  

 

 

 
 
 On behalf of the Bates' family I am extending a 
note of thanks for the thoughts, prayers, cards 
and care that the St. Peter's family extended to 
us at a most difficult time.  St Peter's is truly a 
rock upon which we are still leaning.  Thank 



    

 
 

you for always being there for us. With love 
and thanks. God bless you all. 
Kathy Bates and family. 

 
 
 
 

Thank 
you for 

your generosity! 

It is that time of year when we need to 
prayerfully consider our giving to St. Peter’s.  
May we reflect on the many blessings given and 
received through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

This past year has continued to be a challenge 
to us all, in so many ways. We have opened 
and closed the church twice, but we have 
continued to worship and keep our church 
family connected. Roof and ceiling repairs 
were made above our Altar, as well as other 
routine maintenance. We will be beginning to 
update our main floor restroom, making it more 
handicap accessible; as well as repairing the 
door that does not close properly. We are 
hoping to have this completed by December.  

Thank you, St. Peter’s 
Parishioners and friends, 
for continuing to help us 
meet our financial needs 
and beyond. We 

appreciate your continued commitment 
throughout this pandemic!  You should be 
receiving your annual Stewardship mailing this 
week. If you have not received yours, we will 
leave a few envelopes, in the narthex, for 
anyone wishing to pick one up on Sundays. If 
you would like it mailed, please call or email 
Lee or myself. 

If you are attending the In-Person services, 
please return the enclosed pledge card 
indicating your generous gift at the November 
21 Ingathering. Should you be unable attend, 
please mail your Pledge Card to the church or 
directly to Ed Hill.  
God Bless our St. Peter’s family. 

Lois Tripp and Lee McElhinny 
Wardens 
 

Retiring on November 13, 2021 
Re: St. Peter’s Parish/Faith 
Community Nurse Ministry 
My dear Friends and Parishioners, 

I’m thankful for the years spent at St. Peters, 
as our Faith Community Nurse. Through the 
Grace of God, the ministry has benefited many 
parishioners, in so many ways; as well as 
myself. Several of these people have now 
passed away, but they still live on through the 
many memories I have of them.  

We have tried to replace the position without 
success, but I have faith that all will be well. 
We have a strong pastoral team with our Priest 
Father Dan Pinti and Deacon Tom.  Your 
Primary Care Physician should always be the 
call you’d make with any health care concerns.  
I will be providing everyone with a small 
booklet of Community resources; phone 
numbers, emails and information. It will be 
handed out with a more detailed farewell letter 
on Nov. 7th. If you are not at church, I will email 
it to you.   Hearts and Hands, a local non for 
profit, will visit St. Peters on Sunday November 
14th at both the 8am and 10am services. They 
may also be a resource to some.    

Thanks should go out to many, but I have to 
begin with Mother Barbara Price for her 
encouragement and for promoting this new 



    

 
 

ministry so many years ago; and to Father Dan 
Pinti for his support since January of 2020. 
We’ve had a terrific couple of years, despite 
Covid! (Thank you to all our past Priests)   

A special thanks to all serving the 
Wellness team:  Sue Gunn, our 
St. Peter’s Parish Nurse 
committee founder, Carolyn 
Bongi, Sharon Hill, Linda Pike, 
Missi Lopat, Dawn Rezabeck, 
and past members Ginny 

Hemmer, Kristie Payne, Kirsten Reitan, 
Deacon Joanne Curry Frake and the late 
Susan Curry. They are and were the back 
bones of so many special healthcare programs 
and trainings.  

Last, but not least, thank you to my husband 
Deacon Tom, for his love and devotion. He 
never complained when the phone rang or the 
many times when I ran out of the house. He 
has always been there to offer a helping hand.  

God Bless you all, and I’m looking forward to 
many more years at St. Peters, in our Lord’s 
service.  
My wish for all- Shalom,  

Lois Tripp, RN-Faith Community Nurse 
 

 

Committee Update 

Because of COVID, 
 St. Peter’s WELLNESS COMMITTEE has had 
a long hiatus. We came together Oct. 24 to 
discuss how or if we should continue. We feel 
the programs offered in the past were 
beneficial to parishioners and to the welfare of 
all. Therefore, with some changes, we will 
continue offering some of the important 
programs.  

As we all know, Lois Tripp, our Parish nurse is 
retiring from this job. She has been 
communicating to parishioners she 
visits at home and to all 
parishioners that she is not the “go 
to” person after Nov. 13. Neither of 
our nurses are the “go to” people 
for medical questions. We will have a resource 
sheet where you can find out some answers to 
issues. The first avenue should always be your 
primary care physician. 

Pastoral care will be followed up by Fr. Dan 
and Deacon Tom. Sacraments to shut ins will 
be thru our Eucharist ministers. Sue Gunn will 
continue to monitor our AED instrument and 
instruction of CPR practices and renewal 
classes, plus plan future flu clinics, Missi Lopat 
and Dawn Rezabek will conduct blood 
pressure checks on certain Sundays to be 
announced, Carolyn Bongi and Linda Pike 
together will help to coordinate functions etc. 
as we have them. We would again like to offer 
special speakers to our congregation so if 
anyone has any ideas, please contact either 
Carolyn or Linda.   

In moving forward making sure St. Peter’s 
stays strong with these minor changes.  Our 
sincere gratitude goes out to Lois, retiring 
Parish nurse, for years of dedication and a big 
thank you to all of our nurses who participate in 
upcoming programs. 

Please continue sending Sue Gunn names for 
our short term, long term, and Thanksgiving 
lists. 

Linda Pike 

 

Hearts and Hands Faith in Action 
Heidi Nicklaus Lefebvre, of Hearts and Hands, 
will give the sermon at the November 14th, 
8AM and 10AM services. We hope that you 



    

 
 

can attend, in person or virtually, to learn more 
about the free services provided. 
Hearts and Hands, is a volunteer, not-for-profit 
organization providing free escorted 
transportation and basic home chore help for 
the elderly and/or disabled individuals living in 
rural and suburban communities in Erie and 
Niagara Counties. Service recipients are often 
people who stopped driving due to age-related 
medical conditions or financial reasons. Care 
recipients may also need some assistance at 
home with light housekeeping, yardwork, or a 
few hours of respite to renew and refresh their 
caregivers. 

Lois Tripp   
 
GRATITUDE CELEBRATION - Nov. 21 
On Sunday, November 21 we will be honoring 
Lois Tripp and Merrie Hill.  Lois is retiring as 
our Parish Nurse as of November 14 and 
Merrie Hill is retiring as our Parish 
Administrator at the end of this year. However, 
the good news is, Lois will be moving into 
Merrie’s job as our Parish Administrator.  (We 
are currently looking for someone to fill the 
Parish Nurse position). 

We are celebrating both events with a special 
service and a special luncheon after the 
service.  Please join us downstairs where there 
is plenty of room to celebrate this occasion 
safely.   
Linda Pike 

 

 
On November 6th 

  
 

 

Blood Pressure Checks Begin 
Monthly Blood Pressures checks had 
been done the second Sunday of 
every month, prior to Covid-19. At 
the Wellness team meeting it was 

decided to continue the B/P checks. Starting 
November 14 one of the nurses in the parish 
will be available to take your blood pressure 
on the second Sunday of each month after 
the 10am service. 

Linen Pantry Update 
In October the Linen Pantry served 22 clients 
from 11 agencies.  We purchased may gently 
used item from a rummage sale at a Jewish 
Temple and many more items were generously 
just given to us because of the clients we 
serve.  An Eggertsville neighbor donated 2 
large plastic bags of twin and full sheet sets. 
Mike Taube often brings in items he finds at 
garage sales.  As fast as donations come in on 
the front porch, they go out the back door for 
our clients. 

Items the Linen Pantry is now collecting: 
1. Gently used hats, mittens and scarves.  

given to the Blessing Box and the food 
pantries.  

2. Gently used men, women and children’s 
winter coats and jackets (Journey’s End) 

3. Plastic silverware you might receive with 
your takeout meals (Hearts for Homeless) 

4. Christmas mugs – will fill them with treats 
and give them to the food pantries. 

5. Dashs’ Market grocery receipts. They can 
be put in the box on the table in the 
Narthex or give to Carma Miccoli or 
Merrie Hill  (money for supplies)  

Items 1-4 can be put in the box in the Narthex 
or on the front porch of the Linen Pantry. 

Carma Miccoli 
 
 



    

 
 

Food for the Moise Family 
 

We will be collecting food or monitory funds for 
the Moise on November 21st.  Bing in the 
following suggested foods:  Rice, palm oil, 
peanut oil, white beans, greens, (spinach, Kale 

collards), mushrooms, red kidney beans, 
honey, natural peanut butter, ground cayenne, 
pepper, dry crushed red pepper, garlic, 
nutmeg, lemons, bananas, mangoes, oranges, 
peanuts and coffee. The food will deliver the 
next day. 
Deacon Tom 

“Do unto others…….” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Prayers of the People   

Long Term: Becky P, Jim G, Gary & Marty D, Kristie P, Ann Marie, Ron B, Suzanne and family, Gino 
L, Alfred, Bob R, Sue and Don, Joann, Lucy, Lee & Jessica M, Judy E, Jeff, Florence K Ellen, Amy P, 
Ray B, Dave L, Tim M, Wayne J, Joanne U Cathy, Paula, Rick and Kristen, Tom and Joyce, Patti T, 
Sharon H, Marilyn and Bob S, Jim M, Dan T, Brady, and Trevor   

Short Term: Joe P, Bob M, Alyssa and family, Jenny R, Frank B, Marie, Bob S, Dillon, Joe M, John 
P, Peter, Dori, Monica, Julia, Harry, Sue & Dave S, Amy D, Michelle, Dusty, Alissa, 
Carlene B, Jamie H, Kathy B, Deacon Joanne, Chris, Alisha, Monika S, Beth, Olivia, Lisa S, Don N, 
Sherie & Dale, Jenna and Anne.   



    

 
 

Home bound: Faith, Sue W and Betty Juen 

Military: Ben H, Ben M and Adian 

Thanksgivings: Jennifer, Gayle and Lucas 

Please be aware some names were recently eliminated from long, short and military lists as I had 
gotten some updates from the congregation. God Bless!    

 
   
 
 
 
 

110/6  Betty Juen 
11/13  Lois Tripp 
11/20  Conroy Clarke 
11/30  Kathy Bates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

11/24  Lee and Fran McElhinny  
11/26  Dawn and Robert Rezabek 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 


