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Dear People of St. Peter’s,      
The Day of Pentecost and the season it begins 
are first and foremost about the Holy Spirit.  
The readings for Pentecost Sunday incorporate 
a related theme: communication.  In Acts, the 
Spirit empowers the disciples to communicate 
the Gospel to everyone gathered in the crowd, 
no matter what language a person spoke.  In 
Romans, Paul tells us that the Spirit helps us 
communicate with God, interceding “with sighs 
too deep for words.”  And in John’s Gospel, 
Jesus tells his disciples just before his 
Crucifixion, "The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you everything, and remind you of all 
that I have said to you.”  In other words, the 
Holy Spirit will continue to communicate what 
Jesus has said, and whatever Jesus would in 
the future want to say, to his followers.     

Communication in the Spirit.  It 
comes down to speaking the 
Truth in love.  There’s much to 
say about that, but here I want to 

emphasize something about communication in 
the Spirit among us:  I invite and encourage 
each of you to contact me directly whenever 
you feel a special need for prayer, or a pastoral 
visit, or spiritual counsel.  And I invite and 
encourage you to contact me directly if you 
have any questions or concerns about St. 
Peter’s, or simply any questions of me, or just 
because there’s something you want to make 
sure I know about.  And the operative word 
there is “directly.”  

As we emerge from the pandemic here in 
Western New York (remembering and praying 
for the millions around the world for whom 
COVID is still a terrible threat), in many 
respects we are in a new “place” and doing  
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new things.  But we are also, in some sense, 
picking up where we left off in March 2020, 
barely two short months after I first came to St. 
Peter’s, when we were just getting to know one 
another.  And while we have made it through 
the last 15 months very much together, and 
having grown closer together, for most of our 
time you and I been distanced from one 
another, quite literally.  I do hope that, although 
you and I have been distanced, you don’t think 
me distant. 
Many of you have known one another a long 
time.  You share a great deal of yourselves 
with one another, and speak to one another 
about church-related matters on a regular 
basis—and that is all to the good!  Indeed, it 
testifies to the Spirit moving among us all.  My 
own concerns really are rooted in the fact that I 
would never want anyone to feel ignored by 
me, especially if that person thought I “must” 
know about a situation because “everyone 
knows about it,” and thought I just didn’t care 
enough to reach out—when I never even heard 
about it, or wasn’t asked to reach out.  I’m not 
trying to be nosy 😊!  I just want the lines of 
communication to be as clear and open as 
possible.        

I wrote these words in my first 
column for The Rock: “I’m 
humbled, thrilled, and most of all 
thankful to have been called to 
St. Peter’s to serve as Priest-in-

Charge!  I’m eager to get to know all of you, 
and eager for you to get to know me.  Of 
course, that’s best done in conversations and 
over time.”  Those words still hold true.  I 
expect soon we will be seeing each other more 
and more, in church, after church, in home 



visits, etc.  And of course, my email and phone 
number are in our Parish Directory.  Feel free 
to contact me any time, about anything, as we 
continue to get to know one another.  This will 
help sustain our healthy communication in the 
Spirit—through 
Pentecost and beyond!          
Yours in Christ,  
Fr. Dan+ 
 
 
 
New Mask Policy for Sunday Worship 
Please take note of and follow these rules for 
mask wearing during in-person worship at St. 
Peter’s: 

1) If you are fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, you do not need to wear a 
mask in the building, but you certainly 
may wear one if you choose. 

2) If you are not fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, you must wear a mask in the 
building. 

3) Vaccinated or not, if you are within 6 
feet of or interacting with a child, you 
must wear a mask (for the child’s 
safety).  In other words, everyone 
should always be prepared to put on a 
mask if necessary. 

If you have any questions about this policy, 
please contact Father Dan directly. 

 

Sunday 
Fellowship 
In June we will 

resume inviting people to gather after worship 
for fellowship, and offering refreshments—
outdoors (weather permitting).  Folks may want 
to have a lawn chair or two in their cars if 
they’d like to gather with others after church.  It 
won’t be quite like “coffee hour” of old, 
although I very much hope we’re gradually 
heading back in that direction.  It will, however, 
be wonderful just to hang around with one 
another and talk 😊 Hope you can make it!  

Spring has Sprung  
and Summer is Near 
Last fall there was a lot of 
work done on the gardens 
to clean them up. Now that 
Memorial Day has passed it is safe to plant our 
summer flowers. If anyone would like to do 
some work in the gardens feel free to go at any 
time to do some weeding or cultivating. If you 
would like to plant some annuals contact Ed 
Hill for some direction for a location to plant. 
There is some serious digging that needs to be 
done, again contact Ed for some direction.    
We all want the outside of the church to look 
beautiful. If all pitch in with a small amount of 
effort we can accomplish a lot. 
 

 
University Presbyterian 
Church Food Pantry and 
St. Peter’s Blessing Box 
To avoid any confusion with food 
donations, please resume our 

Pre -Covid plan of placing all University 
Presbyterian Church Food Pantry items, 
inside the church, in the shopping cart in 
the Narthex. If you are not attending church at 
this time, donations can be brought in on 
Sundays between 8am and 11am. If you are 
unable to get to church, and would like a 
donation picked up, please call Lois Tripp. 

The Blessing Box project is going well. Items 
can be donated on Sundays or other days by 
placing on the enclosed side porch of the Linen 
pantry. Gary Donhauser, Alison Mohr and I will 
pick up items during the week, and transfer to 
the Blessing box or to store in the undercroft 
closet shelf. Thank you to Carma Miccoli and 
Marcia Scime for opening up the Linen Pantry 
hallway during the Covid shut down and 
continuing to accept the Blessing Box items 
during the week. 

The Blessing Box items that fly off the shelf are 
dog and cat food, canned fruit or fruit cups, 
canned Ravioli, spaghetti, sauce, pasta, dry 
milk, tuna fish, macaroni and cheese cups 
that just need hot water, toilet paper, soap, 



diapers, shampoos, sanitary products for 
women, toothpaste, tooth brushes, and 
dollar store can openers. Food items that 
don’t require other additives to make up best. 

Both the Food Panty and the Blessing Box 
accept monetary donations, too. Just write your 
check for St. Peter’s or cash donation mark it 
for the Food Pantry or Blessing Box. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

Shalom, 
Gary Donhauser, Alison Mohr and Lois Tripp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High School Graduate 
Donovan Benning – SUNY Morrisville 
Allie (Jea) Fuitak – enrolled in Hilbert College. 
Emily Fuitak – enrolled in the Culinary Institute 
of America..                      
Myla Sanchez-Hill - enrolled in NCCC. 

                  College Graduates: 
Lee McElhinny (jr.)  BS in Civil Engineering 
Ruth Ann Palmer – BS in Nursing 
Zachery Pinti – MS in Education, School 
Counseling   
 

Our Little Roses Update 
In January St. Peter’s, along with 
several other churches in the Diocese, 
made donations during Epiphany for 
Our Little Roses. A total of $1755 was 

raised.  Thank you to all who contributed.   

 
Linen Pantry 
There has been little or no relief in the number 
of orders the Linen Pantry has filled. In April 
Carma Miccoli and Marcia Scime filled 17 
orders for 9 agencies.  In May they filled 10 
orders for 5 agencies.  Orders can be for 

families of 2 or as many as 8 or 9.  June has 
already been a busy month.    

The Linen Pantry is constantly in 
need of twin and Queen bedding, 
bath towels, pots and pans.   
Utilities are the only line item in 
the Budge for The Linen Pantry.  We depend 
on i donations and money we receive from 
Dash’s Market receipts.  We are currently have 
a $250 check coming.  If you have Dash’s 
receipts, please turn them in.  For every 
$10,000 in receipts, we will receive $250.                   
Merrie Hill 

Interbeing 
As you read from this sheet of paper, you 
should notice that there is a cloud floating 
within it. Without a cloud there would be no 
rain; without rain the tree cannot grow; and 
without trees we cannot make paper. The 
cloud is essential for the paper to exist. So, we 
can say that the cloud and paper inter-are. 
“Interbeing” is not yet in the dictionary, but if we 
combine the prefix “inter” with the verb “to be,” 
we have a new verb, inter-be. 

If we look even more deeply into this sheet of 
paper, we can see the sunshine in it. Without 
sunshine, the forest cannot grow. And so, we 
know the sunshine is also in the paper, and 
they inter-are as well.  

And if we continue to look deeply into the 
paper, we can see the logger who cut down the 
tree and brought it to the mill. The logger can’t 
exist without his daily bread and so wheat is in 
the paper. The logger’s mother and father are 
in the paper also. Even WE are in this sheet of 
paper because it is part of our perception.       
time, space, the earth, minerals in the soil, the 
sunshine, the cloud, the river, the heat. 

We cannot be by ourselves alone. WE have to 
Inter-be with every other thing. Oh yes, one 
more thing to inter-be with- GOD!  

(Condensed from an essay of Buddhist monk, 
Thich Nhat Hanh)   
Deacon Tom  
  



Some important information to share- 
from the CDC Website 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
nCoV/index.html 

COVID-19 cases and deaths in the United 
States have dropped to their lowest levels in 
nearly a year, and the number of 
people vaccinated continues to grow. As of 
May 27, 2021, nearly 133 million people in 
the U.S. are fully vaccinated, and the 
national percentage of COVID-19 tests that 
came back positive over the last 7 days 
was less than 3%. This is one of the lowest 
rates the United States has seen since 
widespread testing began. These encouraging 
trends come as many people are making plans 
to travel, gather with friends and family, and 
resume other activities they had avoided since 
the start of the pandemic. 
In addition to delaying travel plans and 
gatherings over the past year, many people 
also delayed or avoided medical   care, 
including urgent or emergency care, and 
routine care.1 There were many reasons for 
this, including stay-at-home orders, temporary 
closures of health facilities, shifting focus of 
health care facilities, or safety 
concerns.2 Unfortunately, delayed medical care 
can result in missed opportunities for 
management of chronic conditions, routine 
vaccinations, or early detection of new 
conditions, which could worsen health 
outcomes. Additionally, certain medical 
conditions put some people at higher risk for 
severe illness from COVID-19. 
As you make plans this summer, consider 
adding “visit my doctor” back to your list of      
things to do. Getting regular health care, 
routine screenings, and vaccinations – 
including one of the COVID-19 vaccines – can 
help prevent serious health problems, save 
money, and lead to better health. Health care 
facilities have extensive safety protocols in 
place to reduce the spread of SARS-CoV-2, 
the virus that causes COVID-19. If you remain 
concerned about the safety of visiting a health 
care facility, ask your doctor or healthcare 
provider about their safety protocols or whether 
they offer telehealth services. You might be 
surprised by the variety of care you can get 

through telehealth. If you’ve delayed medical 
care during the pandemic, now is the best time 
to see your doctor or healthcare provider.     
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/fully-
vaccinated.html#:~:text=If%20you've%20been
%20fully,local%20business%20and%20workpl
ace%20guidance. 
If you’ve been fully vaccinated: CDC 

recommendations as of Mid-May.   
You can resume activities that you did prior 
to the pandemic.     
You can resume activities without wearing a 

mask or staying 6 feet apart, except where 
required by federal, state, local, tribal, or 
territorial laws, rules, and regulations, including 
local business and workplace guidance. 

• If you travel in the United States, you do 
not need to get tested before or after 
travel or self-quarantine after travel. 

•  You need to pay close attention to the 
situation at your international 
destination before traveling outside the 
United States. 
o You do NOT need to get 

tested before leaving the United States 
unless your destination requires it. 
o You still need to show a negative test 

result or documentation of recovery 
from COVID-19 before boarding an 
international flight to the United States. 

o You should still get tested 3-5 
days after international travel. 

o You do NOT need to self-
quarantine after arriving in the United 
States. 

• If you’ve been around someone who has 
COVID-19, you do not need to stay away from 
others, get tested unless you have symptoms.  

Questions call: Lois Tripp, RN                    
Faith Community Nurse 

 
 
 

 



                           Prayers of the People                                       
Long Term: Kathy and Bill, Becky P, Betty P, Jim G, Gary & Marty D, 
 Deacon Joanne and Chuck, Ann Marie, Kristie P, Ron B, Suzanne and family, 
Gino L, Alfred, Kerri and family, Bob R and Dawn, Carol, Sue and Don, Lucy, 
Joann, Lee & Jessica M., Judy E, Bryan, Jeff, Florence K, Ellen and Amy P.  
                                                                                                
Short Term: Gladys, Dave S, Beth C , Kevin S, George D,  Trevor and family, Kristy G, Patti T, 
 Sharon H, Dan T, Karen H, Jim and Michelle, Marilyn and Karen S, Lette, Paula, Rick, Kristen and 
June M.   
Home bound:  Faith R, Sue W      
Armed Forces:  Richie, Brandon G, Ian F, Ben H and Adam S 
Prayers of Departed: Dorothy, Rafael, Marge & Megan       
Thanksgiving: Iain        
Contact Stpeterseggertsvilleny@gmail.com or (716) 832-9764 
God Bless! 
Sue Gunn 

                      

JUNE 
Joanne Usatch 
Zachary Pinti 
Ronald Bongi 
Lukas Hardy 
Stefanie Campus 
Gary Donhauser 
Kristie Panye 
Marcia Scime 
Olivia Campus 
Mateo Horey- Owen 
Milo Horey-Owen 
Sharon Hill 
Ruby Hardy 

 
 
 
 
 
JUNE 
Damon and Becky Piatov 
Elizabeth Schascheck and Daniel  
             Thibodeau       
 Karen and Robert Miller 

JULY 
Alfred Price 
Sharon Taube 
Cheyenne Mohr 
Shawn Mohr 
Talia Benning 
Joy Hardy 
Maria Sanchez-Clarke 
Alison Mohr 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JULY 
Greg and Wendy Palmer 
Gary and Marty Donhauser 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                              
 


